
South Dakota 
Native Homebuyer 
Practitioner Guide
A Comprehensive Resource for Lenders, Housing 
Navigators, and Housing Partners Working in 
Tribal Communities

The South Dakota Native Homeownership 
Coalition’s (SDNHOC’s) Homebuyer Practitioner 
Guide is a relationship-focused resource tool 
designed to strengthen mortgage lending across 
South Dakota’s Native communities. Built for 
the Tribal lending landscape, it equips lenders, 

housing educators, and other housing partners 
with the knowledge to navigate land status, 
federal loan programs, approval processes, and 
strategic partnerships — supporting increased 
homeownership transactions and stronger 
outcomes for Native homebuyers.

About the Guide

Who is the Guide for?
This Guide is a universal tool for all stakeholders who contribute to the homebuying process for Native families in South Dakota. The 
homebuyer practitioners may include staff from: 

They may also include residential real estate providers such as: 
•	 Appraisers and inspectors
•	 Contractors
•	 Real estate, title, and escrow professionals

•	 Insurers
•	 Manufactured housing dealers

sdnativehomeownershipcoalition.org

Tribal 
agencies

Tribally 
Designated 

Housing 
Entities 
(TDHEs)

Native 
community 

development 
financial 

institutions 
(Native CDFIs)

Mortgage 
lenders and 

brokers

Secondary 
market 

providers

State and 
federal 

agencies 

Nonprofits Tribal Veteran 
Service 
Officers



What the Guide delivers:

Practitioner Guide at a Glance:

Provides Awareness
Dispels myths about 
mortgage financing on 
Tribal land. 

Saves Time
Helps practitioners to 
navigate Tribal and federal 
approval processes efficiently..	

Builds Relationships
Shares relationship-based 
lending and financial 
coaching approaches.
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South Dakota Tribal Homeownership 
Lending Ecosystem

Land Status Fundamentals

Mortgage Financing Options

Loan Process: Intake to Underwriting

Construction Lending

Closing, Recording, and Risk 
Protection

Homebuyer Readiness 

Homeownership Stability and Asset 
Protection

Native Veteran Homeownership

Practitioner Best Practices

Glossary

Appendices 

An introduction to the Guide’s purpose, audiences, and best practices for 
using the Guide. 

How Tribal, federal, state, and local systems intersect—highlighting key 
institutions and partners.

An overview of land status and how it affects housing lending.

The types of mortgage loan products available in SD’s Tribal communities.

The housing loan application process from initial screening through 
underwriting.

Construction lending basics on Tribal land. 

Strategies for risk management through closing. 

Step-by-step guidance to prepare homebuyers for  the homeownership 
process. 

How to enhance homeownership stability through maintenance and 
financial planning. 

Resources for assisting Native American veterans. 

Best practices for risk reduction through transparency, consistency, and 
intentional relationship building.  

Plain-language definitions for key lending, land status, and other terms 
used throughout the Guide.

Each section is paired with hands-on practitioner tools including templates, 
checklists, and resource guides.

For more information:
The Guide is currently in final development and will soon be 
available to Coalition members. To learn more, visit https://www.
sdnativehomeownershipcoalition.org/ or contact David Spider at dspider@
sdnhoc.org. 
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