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Study Shows Slight Increase in Native Veteran Homeownership Rates in South
Dakota, Reveals Opportunities for Continued Growth

Kyle, SD — November 6, 2025 — To commemorate Veterans Day, the South Dakota Native
Homeownership Coalition released today the Statewide Native Veterans Housing Needs and
Homeownership Study which analyzed data collected from 418 Native veterans across South
Dakota. The study set out to identify the housing and service issues most important to veterans
in each of the nine reservations communities in South Dakota. Coalition members will use the
results to expand their programming to help to address the collective concerns identified.

According to the study, the homeownership rate for SD Native veterans increased to 43%, up
slightly from 39% since the Coalition’s previous data gathering efforts in 2019. However, the
43% homeownership rate for SD Native veterans is still significantly lower than the 69%
homeownership rate in South Dakota overall.

“The Coalition has prioritized assisting Native American veterans interested in pursuing
homeownership, and the findings from this study really help us to identify their preferences
and needs,” said Sharon Vogel, Coalition Chair and Executive Director of the Cheyenne River
Housing Authority. “We have such gratitude for the veterans who participated in the survey
and for the Coalition members, especially our Tribal Veteran Service Officers, who helped to get
the word out about it.”

The Coalition collaborated with the firm Big Water Consulting to design and conduct the survey
and draft the statewide report, which aggregates the survey results from all nine reservations.
In addition, the report includes a Tribe specific analysis section for each Tribe as well as an
analysis of surveys completed by Native veterans residing in Rapid City, SD. The report is
available on the Coalition’s website at:

https://www.sdnativehomeownershipcoalition.org/news/sdnhoc-releases-2025-housing-
needs-market-study/
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Survey Results

Nearly half of the Native veterans surveyed (46%) are interested in purchasing a home and 30%
of existing Native veteran homeowners would like to renovate their home.

The top three barriers to homeownership identified by study include:
e | cannot save enough money for a down payment (57%)
e | have a low credit score (45%)
e There aren’t homes available (34%)

In addition to exploring Native veterans’ homeownership and housing preferences, the study
gathered data about:

e Primary demographics and military service

e Education, employment, and income

e Housing conditions, tenure, and expenses

e Personal finances

e Veterans Administration (VA) benefits and services

Next Steps

To assist Native veterans and their families to overcome these barriers as they embark on the
homebuying process, Coalition members are currently offering a range of services:

e Cheyenne River Housing Authority will host a 12-week Veterans Homebuyer Education
Course, customized for Native veterans. This course will meet virtually via Zoom on
Monday nights from 6 to 8 pm MT beginning on January 26, 2026. It is open to any
Native veteran in South Dakota. For more information or to register for the class,

o Visit https://www.sdnativehomeownershipcoalition.org/eventer/2026-virtual-
homebuyer-readiness/ or
o Contact Michelle Running Wolf, michelle@crhanetwork.org, (605) 964-4265
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e Lakota Funds, a Native community development financial institution (Native CDFI) based
in Kyle, SD, offers the Veterans Matched Savings Program for Native veterans who are
enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux or Rosebud Sioux Tribe residing on the Pine Ridge
or Rosebud Reservations. This program matches a veteran’s savings. For example, if a
veteran saves $2,000, Lakota Funds will provide $8,000 in matching funds to create a
total matched savings account of $10,000. This fund can be used as a downpayment for
a home mortgage, home renovation or improvement loan, or a loan to start or expand a
business. More information is available at 605-455-2500.

e Mazaska Owecaso Otipi Financial, another Native CDFI based in Pine Ridge, SD, assists
Native veterans residing on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations though the
homebuying process and has created a Veterans Homebuying Guide that is available at
www.mazaskacdfi.org/veterans-guide.

Other future plans from the Coalition include:

» Launching an outreach campaign to share the results of the study with tribal leaders and
state and federal policy makers.

» Further engaging lenders and other Coalition members and stakeholders about
strategies to address the housing and homeownership needs identified by veterans.

» Working with the Coalition’s Veterans Homeownership and Homebuyer Readiness
Committees to conduct asset mapping of the resources available in each tribal
community to support Native veterans’ homeownership and housing opportunities.

“We really appreciate the financial support of South Dakota Housing and NeighborWorks
America to make this needs assessment happen. We learned a lot from it,” said Tawney
Brunsch, Acting Executive Director of the South Dakota Native Homeownership Coalition and
Executive Director of Lakota Funds. “We know homeownership is not an easy process for Native
families, but with the right support, it can be very doable for our Native veterans.”
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About the South Dakota Native Homeownership Coalition

The South Dakota Native Homeownership Coalition was born out of a need to expand
homeownership opportunities for Native Americans in the state of South Dakota. Created in
2013, the Coalition is a diverse group of agencies, institutions, and organizations that works to
increase homeownership opportunities for South Dakota’s Native people to build strong and
healthy communities.

Its growing group of members includes representatives of South Dakota’s tribes, federal and
state agencies, tribally designated housing entities (TDHEs), nonprofit organizations, housing
developers, lenders, and community development financial institutions. The South Dakota
Native Homeownership Coalition works to increase Native homeownership rates by
strategically leveraging knowledge and resources among stakeholders and other key entities.
More information about the Coalition can be found at
www.sdnativehomeownershipcoalition.org.
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